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YO! HEY, WHAT YOU

L NEED, FOOL? HEY.

YEAH, THAT'S WHAT
I THOUGHT. KEEF
WALKIN, BITCH.




UH, HEY. I'VE GOT AN
APPOINTMENT AT
H4:30 WITH WALTER

HIS OFFICE IS
HE LAST DOOR
TO THE LEFT

(T




’ YOU MUST BE |
k-, GARY. COME IN.
YO. HEY, ) w
| yoU waLTER? ) R ONFORTABLE, |
R — <

\ - N .. N
Ty = T o S

IF YOU WANNA HANG UP HELP YOU WITH

¥ THERE’S A COAT RACK SO, WHAT CAN I
YOUR JACKET. ( TODAY, GARY?

:_-_.;L %

NO. NO,

_I’M GOOD. &

I DUNNO. THE
JUDGE TOLD ME TO
CCJ HERE.

¥ — WELL, ACTUALLY,
[ YOU DON‘T KNOW, HUH? THE JUDGE GAVE
ALL RIGHT, LET'S YOU A CHOICE.
START WITH THAT. WHY
ARE YOU HERE?
-~ e ~
_ TO GO BACK TO
JAIL OR COME
L HERE AND SEE ME. &




e ] THAT YOU'RE EITHER HERE TO

HE | JERK ME AROUND AND TRY TO
BUT, YOU CHOSE TO | l STAY OUT OF JAIL FOR A COUPLE
COME HERE. YOU KNOW ' | MORE DAYS, OR YOU‘RE HERE TO
WHAT TH&T TELL'.: MEZ | MAKE SOME SERICUS CHANGES.
SO, WHICH ONE IS IT?

F [ | " " ALL RIGHT. WELL, LET ME
TELL YOU WHAT"S GONNA

| HAPPEN THEMN. YOU SIT THERE
AND DON'T SAY ANYTHING.
AND I SIGHN THE PAPERS AND
YOU GO BACK INSICE. |

T

g ,,.'_

T




" HEY, MAN. WHY
YOU GOTTA BE
LIKE THATZ

WELL, ALL RIGHT. I'M 3&,
GREW UP IN EDMONTON,
FORMER GANG MEMBER.

HEY, IT’S NOT WHAT I WANT. BUT
THAT'S WHAT’S GONNA HAPPEN
IF YOU KEEP STONEWALLING ME.

WELL, JUST TELL ME |
ABOUT YOURSELF. I
DON'T KNOW ANYTHING
ABOUT YOU.

& WHY DONT YOU TELL
ME SOMETHING
ABOUT You=

YEAH. GOT SICK OF ALL THAT CRAP
AND WANTED TO DO SOMETHING
THAT MEANT SOMETHING TO ME.
SO I FINISHED SCHOOL, WENT TO
UNIVERSITY, AND NOW I‘M HERE

TALKING TO YOU.




[ AND I‘LL TELL YOU WHAT. I
DIDNT GO THROUGH ALL
THOSE YEARS OF SCHOOL TO
SEND KIDS LIKE YOU TO JAIL.

SO NOW YOU KNOW A LITTLE ABOUT §
ME, TELL ME ABOUT YOURSELF.
LIKE, WHERE DID YOU GROW UP?

WHAT WAS YOUR CHILDHOOD LIKE?

STUFF LIKE THAT.

VT |
AL

==

|

THE WEST SIDE. POOR
AS HELL. NO DAD. MOM

L\TS A JUNKIE.

F-.'ELL, UM, T GREW UP ON

SO, WHAT WAS
THAT LIKE?

WELL, I KNOW WHAT IT WAS
LIKE FOR ME WHEN I WAS A
KID. BUT I NEED TO KNOW

WHAT IT WAS LIKE FOR YOU.

THE HOUSE WAS A DUMP. IT STUNK.
LIQUOR BOTTLES EVERYWHERE. YOU
KNOW. I REMEMBER THE FRONT DOOR
WAS ALWAYS OFEN. NOBODY EVER
BOTHERED TO CLOSE IT BECAUSE
THERE WAS NOTHING TO STEAL ANYWAYS.

THE HOOD OUR

I MEAN, EVEN FCR
HOUSE WAS A DUMP.




I'D WAKE UFP AND THERE =
| WOULD BE NOTHING TO
EAT AT ALL.

HER

NO MEAT. NO VEG.

IF I WANTED CEREAL
I'D HAVE TO USE TAP
WATER FOR MILK. YOU

KNOW HOW IT WAS.

§  WASN'T IN THE PICTURE.
N WHAT HAFPENED WITH HIMZ,

YOU SAID YOUR DAD ] r

MOM BEFORE I WAS
EVEN BORN,

——— —
I HEARD HE GOT KILLED IN A
BAR FIGHT. GOT SHANKED. I

GOT EIGHT BROTHERS AND
SISTERS FROM HIM.

WHEN YOU FOUND

| A
II‘ DID IT HURT YOU
fl PLOUT HE WAS DEAD?

Naw, I DIDN'T KNOW HIM FROM 1

NOTHIN'. HOW WAS I SUPPOSED §

TO CARE ABOUT A GUY I NEVER
EVEN MET, YOU KNOW?




AND TELL ME HOW YOU
FEEL ABOUT THAT.

WHAT? HAVING A
SPERM SHOTGUN
FOR A DAD?

WHEN SHE WASN'T
OUT HOOKING OR
SCORING, SHE WOULD
COME HOME TO

' TELL ME ABOUT { | = = v .]ﬂ
YOUR SIBLINGS. |7, o S
: 7 SHE Use? RIS

SHE’D MAKE ME SUPPER |

YOLUR MOM - TELL
ME ABOUT HER.

_.--'"'_-F-
SHE WAS A FIEND,
LtE I SAID.

—

L KNOW THEM.

SOME DAYS SHE WAS
GOOD, YOU KNOW.

SHE'D SAY HOW LAST
NIGHT WAS THE LAST
NIGHT SHE’D BE OUT
PARTYING AND SCREWING
AROUND. THAT SHE'D
CLEAN UP. 60 STRAIGHT.

AND SIT WITH ME.

ONE TIME I CAME HOME |'
AND THE TV WAS GONE.

| N2

4
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*‘COURSE ITWAS. T

AND I NEVER
SAW HER AGAIN.

THAT MUST HAVE |
\ BEEN PRETTY HARD. /

DIDN'T GET TO WATCH
. CARTOONS ANYMORE.

CAME BY AND GOT ME.
BUT SHE WASN'T ANY
BETTER THAN MY MOM.

S| \

AFTER THAT, MY AUNTIE |

(' SOCIAL SERVICES FOUND
ME AND THEY PUT ME IN A
HOME. BUT AS SOON AS I

\ GOT THERE, I RAN AWAY.

S

—
- -;"
7

B ""T
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I KEPT ON RUNNING. }— % (| ||} >
EVERY HOUSE THEY
PUT ME IN. 1D BE

OUTTA THERE.

DID YOU KNCW WHERE

YOU WERE GOING WHEN

YOU'D RUN AWAY?

MAW. I JUST KNEW L
COULDN'T BE THERE. I
WAS... I JUST WANTED TO
BE SOMEWHERE. ANYWHERE
L ELSE, YOU KNOW.




|~ THEY'D KEEP TRYING TO
FIND ME. PUT ME IN
ANOTHER HOME. I'D KEEP
RUNNING AWAY. THEN ONE
| DAY I MET FRED. HE WAS A
"l LITTLE OLDER THAN ME.

'BUT HE JUST SEEMED TOY HE WAS SOLID. LET ME
KNOW SO MUCH. HIS BIG STAY AT HIS PLACE. WE'D

BROTHER WAS IN A GANG &0 TO THE GROCERY
AND HE WANTED TO BE STORE AND BOOST

b, JUST LIKE HIM. WHATEVER WE NEEDED.

CAUGHT BY THE 5-0. IT DIDN'T FIGHTING AND I'D GET KICKED

|| TAKE ME LONG TO STOP BEING OUT OF SCHOOL. I NEVER CARED.
SCARED OF THEM. N

THAT’S WHEN I FIRST GOT |/ 1D GET CAUGHT STEALING OR j

V.
—
,:--.

*CAUSE NONE OF THAT
MATTERED TO ME. WHAT
MATTERED WAS TRYING

TO IMPRESS FRED'S BIG
BROTHER AND GET INTO

THE GANG.

N — —

. —

I GOT SENT TO JUIE FOR JOY
RIDING. WHEN L &GOT IN THERE,
THEY ALL LOOKED OUT FOR ME,
YOU KNOW. IT WAS STRANGE. I
FELT... I DON'T KNOW...

~
| _dl YEAH. SAFE. STRONG, |}
& YOU KNOW?

YEAH, I REMEMBER
WHAT THAT WAS
LIKE. GO ON.

WHEN I GOT OUT, THEY GAVE ME A
MISSION. T HAD TO ROE A
CONVENIENCE STORE WITH A GUN.
I WANTED TO IMPRESS THEM
S0 BAD, I DID IT. NO HESITATION. |

e —




MAN, WHEN I HELD THAT _
STRAF IN MY HAND, I FELT L.AFTER THAT, THEY GAVE ME MY MINUTES.

IT WAS ROUGH. I MEAN, I KNEW IT WAS
GONNA BE. BUT I THOUGHT THESE GUYS
WERE MY BOYS.

| LIKE A BOSS. UNSTOPPABLE.

THEY SHOWED NO : "~ AFTER THAT, I WAS IN.
MERCY. THEY ENJOYED GOT PROPS. GOT MY

IT- I COULD TELL. COLORS. I FELT LIKE A &.




L
AH, MAN. THAT FEELING, YOU KNOW.

THAT FOWER. MAN, EVERYONE KNEW : IT WASN'T LONG BEFORE
I LEARNED THAT NOTHING

WAS FOR FREE. I HAD TO
START SLANGIN".

WHO I RCLLED WITH.
EVERYONE RESPECTED ME.

V=

" THE LEADER OF THE GANG," I BUSTED MY ASS AND BUT THEN BIG GEE WANTED
BIG GEE, HE SAID HE'D MADE LIKE $1,300 IN A HIS CUT. I THOUGHT HE

GIVE ME SOME PRODUCT COUPLE OF DAYS. MAN, I (||| WAS JUST GIVING IT TO ME
TO HELP GET ME STARTED. FELT LIKE A MILLIONAIRE, AS A FAVOR. HE NEVER

L I FELT MADE. i | YOU KNOW? SAID ANYTHING ABCUT
= PROFIT SHARING.

MAN, HE LOOKED AT ME I i

LIKE I WAS AN IDIOT. WHAT COULD I DOZ? NOT ONLY WAS
HE TOLD ME TO PAY UP HE wWAY BIGGER THAN ME BUT HE .
OR HE WAS GOING TO HAD FULL RESPECT. I WAS JUST A f[ .
KICK MY ASS. - RUNNER. A NOBODY.

SO AFTER ALL THAT HARD
WORK, ALL THAT HUSLIN', THIS
GUY TAKES 80% OF MY GRIP.
I FELT LIKE A TOTAL PUNK.

r“"‘




IT WAS MESSED UP, THOUGH. I KEPT
WONDERING WHEN I WAS GOING TO SELL
TO MY OWN MOM, YOU KNOW?

LIKE ANY DAY SHE'S GONNA COME UP AND|
ASK .ME TCJ FRCI'NT HER SDME PRDDUCT A=

« BT
BUT THAT DIDN'T MATTER.
*CAUSE IT DIDN'T TAKE ME
LONG TO START MAKING
SOME SERIOUS PAPER.
SLINGIN’ KUSH, ROCK,
POWDER, WHATEVER L
COULD GET MY HANDS ON.

H\Ri. 2__#_'_.'_,_,:__.-
OTHER THAN THAT, IT WAS HARD
NOT TO HAVE FUN, YOU KNOW.
HANGIN’ OUT, CHILLIN’, GOIN’ TO
THE MALL, STEALIN’, SNEAKIN’ INTO | s
MOVIES, HITTIN’ UP THE LADIES.
THAT WAS SO MUCH FUN.

[

THEN WE’D RUN INTO SOME PUNKS.
ONE OF THEM WOULD THROW UP A
\__SIGN AND WE’'D ROLL ON THEM.

STOMP ‘EM. ROB ‘EM.
YOU FEEL INVINCIBLE IN
A GROUP, YOU KNOW.




[ AND THAT WAS THE DRUG.
YOU ROLL WITH YOUR BOYS,
YOU GOT YOUR GRIP. GIRLES

WANNA GET WITH YOU.

=
BUT, YOU KNOW, MOST OF THE

BRO’S WERE COOL AND STUFF.
REAL FUN GUYS. BUT THE
LIEUTENANTS... THE O-G’S...

MAN, THERE WAS
NOTHIN® BETTER...

THOSE GUYS TREATED US LIKE DIRT. .

GOT US TO DO ALL THEIR DIRTY
WORK. STUPID LITTLE JOBS. EVEN
THEIR LAUNDRY. THEY'D TREAT YOU

LIKE YOU WERE A MORON. BUT MOST
OF THESE JACK OFFS COULD
BARELY SPELL, LET ALONE READ.

SOUNDS LIKE YOU
WEREN'T VERY HAFFY.

MAN, I HATED THOSE
GUYS. THEY WERE |
STRAIGHT UP CLOWNS.




" THEY WERE TALKIN’ LIKE

HEY WERE A DFATHE
AND THEY'D TALK A BIG GAME. g}p EDMgTHJNE%UFr .:;,I*.-:I';-SE['

ABOUT HOW MUCH PAFER THEY 3 E E E
WERE MAKIN’, HOW MUCH » o L‘_"ﬁfﬁ%fgx‘g_ RE
RESPECT THEY GOT.  BROKE

A

e s B e T e S e e T
I'D SEE THEM AT THE WELFARE
OFFICE - TRYING TO KEEP
THEIR BENEFITS, SO THEY

COULD KEEP PAYING RENT ON
THEIR CRAPFY ASS HOUSES. /¢

AND THEY DIDN'T DRIVE A LEX OR
CADDY OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT. THEY
DRCVE A TOTAL PIECE OF CRAF REZ

CAR. WITH RIMS! RIMS! MAN, THE RIMS

WERE WORTH MORE THAN THE CAR

WAS. IT WAS PRETTY PATHETIC.




{THERE WAS THIS GUY - D-CREW. HE

Eﬁéﬁfﬁ"&ﬁ’?ﬁé’é’%ﬁ é‘f‘é}"ﬁr ACTUALLY HATED BEING CALLED
BAID, YOU KNOW? THAT. HE JUST WANTED TO BE
L : CALLED DAVE. MAN, HE WAS A TRUE
ACE. HE WAS ROLLIN’ HARD. /J

E‘u’EFEYBDDY KNEW HtM EVEE‘YBODY 1
RESPECTED HIM. I MEAN, HE

WASN’T LIKE THE OTHER O- G’S AT
ALL HE WAS ‘;MAE‘T, CDDL

BIG GEE TALKED ABOUT HOW HARD
DAVE WAS FOR NOT RATTING. DOING
HIS TIME LIKE A MAN.

HE TALKED ABOUT HOW LOYAL DAVE
WAS. HOW MUCH OF A REAL GANGSTER
THAT MADE HIM. AND THAT JUST MADE
Us LOVE DAVE EVEN MORE.

TOOK IT LIKE A MAN. HE EVEN

 THEN HE GOT CAUGHT. BUT HEW
TOOK THE HEAT FOR BIG GEE. )




BIG GEE USED DAVE AS AN
EXAMPLE ALL THE TIME. HOW TO BE
LOYAL. HOW TO SHOW RESPECT;
HOW TO GET RESFECT. HOW WE
GOT EACH OTHER’S BACK. *“DONT

FMT BE TRUE TO YOUR COLORS.”

MAN, IT WAS THE FIRST
TIME I FELT FINE JUST
BEING MYSELF.

SO TELL ME, WHY DO YOU
FEEL LIKE YOU HAVE TO BE
SO LOYAL TC THEM?

ST
I
TR T

L= e @
A%
¢

I FELT... I FEEL SO LOYAL TO THEM
BECAUSE THEY WERE THE FIRST PEOFLE
THAT WERE HOMNEST WITH ME, YOU KNOW?

STRAIGHT UP. THEY WEREN'T LIKE MY

MOM. THEY WOULDN'T MAKE PROMISES
AND BREAK THEM.

AND THAT“S WHY YOU FEEL LIKE
YOU OWE THEM EVERYTHING,
HUHZ? BECAUSE THEY ACCEFTED
YOU FOR WHO YOU ARE?

YEAH, THEY WERE ALWAYS LOYAL AND
STUFF. BUT THERE WAS THIS TIME. WE
WERE AT A PARTY ONE NIGHT; WE WERE

HAVING A GOOD TIME. THEN THESE DUDES
CAME IN FROM ANOTHER SET.

"THEY WERE ACTING ALL
HARD. THEN THEY
THREW UP A SIGN.




Y0, WE WEREN'T HAVING |
ANY OF THAT. SO WE |
_ 'CALLED THEM OUT. A

MY BOYS AND THEIR BOYS
WENT AT IT, RIGHT THEN AND
THERE. ONE OF HIS PUNK-ASS
FRIENDS HAD A MACHETE.

8 |

HE STARTED

SWINGIN® AND
GOIN* CRAZY. HE

B GOT ME REAL
{ BAD. EVERYEODY

SCATTERED.

I WAS IN THE HOSPITAL
FOR OVER A WEEK.

r AND I WAS THERE,

L] ALONE, BLEEDING. THE
COPS CAME; AMBULANCE
TOOK ME AWAY.

AND HOW'D THAT
| MAKE YOU FEEL?



MAN, YOU KEEF ASKING
ME THAT - *HOW'D THAT
MAKE YOU FEEL? HOW DO
YOU THINK I FELTZY

-

I NEED TO HEAR IT
FROM YOU. *CAUSE I
DON‘T WANT TO GUESS
HOW YOU FELT. WHAT IF

I GUESS WRONG?

MOM LEFT?

A

’LIKE WHEN youséj

HAPPENED?
kﬁ

s e e s e o
|fso THEN WHAT |

L GOT OUT AND EVERYONE
WAS LIKE *HEY MAN, SO GOOD
TO SEE YOU. MISSED YOU,
BRO.” WHEN I ASKED THEM
WHY NC ONE SHOWED UP...




THEY’D BE ALL LIKE ‘THERE ¥ I THOUGHT I WAS

WAS COPS THERE.” ‘I GOT ! COOL. I MEAN, I SAID

WARRANTS. T DIDN‘T WANNA IT WAS COOL. BUT...
GET BUSTED’. CRAP LIKE THAT. } : 7

SO I GOT RIGHT BACK TO WORK
; L. BEFORE M SLINGIN’ FOR BIG GEE. HE
AND MY BOYS FOUND BROUGHT IN THIS NEW KID - HIS

THE CLOWR WHO. COY NEPHEW. WANTED ME TO SHOW
ME WITH. THAT MACHETE L HIM HOW TO ROLL. SO I DID.

HE GOT KILLED BY

ANOTHER GANG.
y 4




YO, THAT‘S WHEN I FOUND
OUT WHAT REALLY MATTERED

"B Il TO BIG GEE - MONEY. NOT
B =AMILY, NOT LOYALTY. MONEY.

o
HE CAN DO - HE DUMPS THE
PRODUCT. COPS SEARCH HIM
L AND DON‘T FIND ANYTHING.

SO HE GOES HOME.
L THEN BIG GEE
_ FINDS OUT...

HIS NEFHEW WASN'T TOO BRIGHT, BUT HE
WAS A HARD WORKER. AND ALL HE
WANTED TO DO WAS MAKE HIS UNCLE
PROUD. SO HE’S HUSTLIN® ONE NIGHT,
AND THE COPS ARE ABOUT TO BUST HIM.
HE DOESN'T WANT TO GET BUSTED AND IT
GET BACK TO BIG GEE...




[ AAAHHH, MAN. : L WE JUST WATCHED HIM §
NOBODY COULD BLEED AND TRY TO
DO ANYTHING. Vi CALL OUT FOR HELP
£ _ WITH A BUSTED JAW.

ALL BECAUSE THIS KID WAS | —— e ——

SMART ENOUGH NOT TO GET BIG GEE ALMOST
CAUGHT WITH TWOC &S WORTH | KILLS HIS OWN
OF STUFF. SMART ENCUGH NOT BROTHER'S KID
TO GET BIG GEE INCRIMINATED. /f : - OVER MONEY...

AND THAT’S THE ONLY
Tﬁg@rHTmT %T'Il;iﬁﬁ AND I WAS ABOUT TO
. FIND OUT FIRST HAND
THEM. THAT'S IT. 4 HOW MUCH LOYALTY BIG
' GEE HAD FOR ME.




WE WERE CHOPPIN® UP
ROCKS WHEN THE
COPS CAME.

(’yo! Yo! THE coPs i
ARE COMIN’. THE |&
COPS ARE COMIN'

_*. -;rfﬁ **’

THE DOOR BEFORE WE
COULD FLUSH IT ALL.

THEM THIS IS ALL YOUR
STUFF. YOU GET MEZ//

[ELJT THEY BUSTED DDWH] ; [EIG GEE SAID wou TELI:""i

I AIN'T GOIN® AWAY!
YOU GET ME?/




'| Y
. \ | |
| ! | GET ON THE
GROUND! GET
YOUR ASSES ON

THE GROUND/

I'M UNARMED.
\ MAN, I GIVE UF!

( SO I GET HAULED IN. I TOOK THE
I

NTERVIEWED. STATEMENTS. HEAT - CLAIMED
. ALL THE ROCK

g [ ' WAS MINE.

el i B Bl BIG GEE GOT SENT UP FOR
. POSSESSION WITH INTENT
ABOUT GEE FOR YEARS AND

TC DISTRIBUTE. I GOT
THES FHALL-HAL A _ ) POSSESSION.




- —

I DIDN'T HAVE MUCH OF
A SERIOUS RECORD, SO
I JUST GOT JUVIE.

S0 HE GETS IT OUT THERE

THAT L SNITCHED ON HIM.

LIKE I‘D BE IN JAIL AT ALL
IF I RATTED/

[ BIG GEE GOT 15 YEARS |
IN THE PEN.
HE BLAMES ME FOR
HIM NOT GETTING
LESS TIME.

YEAH, I KNEW HIM BACK IN THE
DAY. SOUNDS JUST LIKE HIM - A
BIG VICTIM. EVERYTHING WAS
ALWAYS SOMECONE ELSE’S FAULT.
NEVER HIS OWN. GO ON,.

I GET TO JWVIE AND IT*S OUT
THERE - I'M A SNITCH. EVERYONE
WANTED TO DO ME.




7~ I WAS ABOUT TO GET
Nl JUMPED IN THE REC YAR

BY SOME HOMIES...

) o

YOU'RE
DEAD, BITCH.

-

SCREW YOU IF YOU
THINK I DID. BRING
. IT ON, PUNKS.

I DIDN'T RAT.




NO, WAIT/
I WASN’T GONNA .,
DO ANYTHING. 4

YO, MANS WHAT
THE

HELL, DAVE?

YO, HE DIDN'T BIRDS HE
WOULDN'T GET SENT HERE I
IF HE DID. USE YOUR HEAD.




4

DON‘T SAY
YO, SORRY, s :
 SORRY, ORRY TO . -

D‘i’;gu"#ﬁ’ﬁ RY B M BiG GEE. WHICH APPARENTLY WAS A DIFFERENT
4% || STORY THAN WHAT BIG GEE HAD TOLD US.
witim I eniEn

il
H ; I |




HUGE BUY, YOU KNOW? WE WERE

: BRINGIN’ IT IN, AND WE GET
. — PULLED OVER BY SOME UNITS. /
IS THAT WHAT HE TOLD - e

~ | YOU GUYS? HHMMPH. WHAT |
=1 A PUNK., WANNA KNOW WHAT
! REALLY HAPPENED?

[ AND THEN BIG GEE STARTS Y
BITCHIN’ OUT. YO MAN, I I GOT TO LOOK AFTER | [ M HE WS SO
CAN’T GET BUSTED! I CAN‘T My BROTHER’S KID, YOU , =
GO TO JAIL! I WON'T MAKE IT KNOW. I'M THE ONLY

IN THERE//

YEAH, MAN. DON'T .
WORRY ABOUT IT. P VEAH. THANKS
YOU’RE JUST THE Ursighlzp s

PASSENGER, ALL REAL BRO. I REALLY -
RIGHT? | APPRECIATE THIS.




SO BIG GEE WALKS

AND I’M IN HERE FOR

THREE YEARS. WHAT |
A PUNK ASS.

I HAVEN'T SEEN HE
IN LIKE SEVEN -
YEARS. I WANNA SEE
HER AGAIN, BUT... I |
CAN'T LET HER SEE
ME LIKE THIS.

I DUNNO. FINISH OFF HIGH
SCHOOL. GO TO UNVERSITY
GET MY DEGREE. GET A
REAL JOB.

T WAS ALREADY HAVING dl
SECOND THOUGHTS : I

4
WE STARTED HANGIN’ OUT.
THE MORE I GOT TO
KNOW DAVE, THE MORE I
LIKED HIM. HE TOLD ME
ABOUT HIS SISTER. HIS
FOSTER SISTER, I MEAN.

ABOUT BIG GEE, BUT
DAVE JUST LOCKED IT
IN. I TOLD HIM WHAT
BiG GEE DID TO ME. IT
DIDN'T SURFRISE HIM.

SHE’'S A GOOD KID
AN ANGEL. I
GOTTA GET MY LIFE
TOGETHER BEFORE
I SEE HER AGAIN.

7 YO, WHAT YOU GOT |
| PLANNED, MAN?

7 A REAL JOB? BUT
YOU’RE SO GOOD AT
HUSTLIN’, MAN.

YEAH, SO GOOD
I‘M IN HERE.
=y

3

]

N

LET ME TELL YOU SOMETHING,
MAN, I'D GIVE A MILLION
DOLLARS TO BE OUT OF

HERE AND GOIN’ STRAIGHT
RIGHT NOW.




GOIN” STRAIGHT? YOU l . S:L?EEP%N%%&QI;
MEAN DROPPIN' THE - O 7
FLAG?Z YO, YOU CAN'T THE LOYALTY THAT GOT

BETRAY YOUR CCLORS. } ME IN HERE?
A -

THE LOYALTY THE BRO'S
WERE GOING TO SHOW
YOU IN THE REC YARD
BEFORE I STEPPED IN?

THE ONLY LOYALTY THAT | i AN 7 vo
GOT NOBODY LIKE r
MATTERS IS TOC THE THAT IN MY LIFE. THAT CRAP, ALL RIGHT. MY
PEOPLE WHO LOVE YOU. JUST MY BOYS. PARENTS - DEAD. MY BLOOD
WHO REALLY LOVE YOU. . SISTER - DEAD. NOBODY
; - LOVED ME EITHER, MAN.

BUT I AIN‘T GOING TO |
LET THAT STOP ME
FROM HAVING A
DECENT LIFE.

YOU DON‘T HAVE ANYOME WHO
CARES ENOUGH ABOUT YOU TO
DO RIGHT FOR? THEN CARE
ABOUT YOURSELF AND START
DOING RIGHT FOR YOU.




THAT WAS THE FIRST
TIME ANYONE EVER MADE
ME THINK. ABOUT AN
ALTERNATIVE TO THE
GAME, YOU KNOW?

I MEAN, IF A GUY LIKE DAVE CAN
HAVE A CHANGE OF HEART. A
REAL HARD FLAYER LIKE HIM...

GROUPS AND COUNSELING
SESSIONS. I COULD HEAR THE
D'H-!ER GUYS SAYING MY STORY.

YEAH, THEY HAD A LOT OF
EXPERIENCE WITH GUYS LIKE
ME. YOU KNOW, GUYS WITH
LEARNING DISABILITIES. THEY

: HELPED A LOT.

MY MOM WAS A
CUSTY.* ‘MY
GRANDPARENTS WENT
TO RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL.” I DIDN'T
FEEL ALONE,
ANYMORE. I DIDN'T
FEEL LIKE I WAS THE
OMLY ONE WHO WENT
THROUGH THAT.

YEAH, I SAW THAT.
YOU GOT REALLY
G000 GRADES.

——

SO DAVE WAS ABOUT TO GET

OUT. I WAS MORE NERVOUS
FOR HIM THAN MYSELF.




HE PROMISED TO WRITE, AND
HE DID - EVERY WEEK. THOSE

LETTERS - MAN/ THEY WERE LIKE
L. AWINDOW TO THE OUTSIDE,

A COUFPLE OF MONTHS LATER, DAVE
FINISHED OFF SCHOOL AND STARTED
LOOKING FOR HIS SISTER. THAT WAS THE

7 UE WAS DOIN’ GOOD

LIKE HE SAID HE
WOULD. HE HAD A

GREAT WORKER WHO |
WAS HELPING HIM GET | !

HIS LIFE BACK.

LAST LETTER I EVER GOT FROM HIM.

DO WAS GET THAT
GUY THAT SHOT HIM.
ALL T WANTED TO
DO WAS KILL HIM.

A COUPLE OF MONTHS LATER, L \
GOT OUT. THAT'S WHEN I FOLJHD
OUT DAVE WAS M.URDERED

= == = _1
HE TOLD ME THAT BIG Y|

GEE WAS STILL TALKING
SMACK ABOUT ME,
BUT HE SQUASHED IT.
THE GANG WAS
SCATTERED WITHOUT
BIG GEE, AND DAVE
WASN'T GOING BACK. J

I FOUND OUT IT WAS SOME
GUY NAMED HORIS, IN THE
NORTH END.




v

/ é.-#=___—_‘—-_ = — — e .-_'._..__!\h.‘l :l' e
I FOUND OUT WHERE HE WAS |
AT AND I WAS GOING TO GO

)

I SAT OUT THERE FOR LIKE AN

! HOUR, THINKING ABOUT HOW I

) WAS GONNA DO IT. I WAS GONNA

L KICK THE DCOR IN, WALK UP TO

. ‘ e HIM AND CAP HIM RIGHT IN FRONT
SEERRRSL | E OF EVERYONE IN THE HOUSE.

DAVE’'S MURDER.

( THEN THE COPS j* | / THEY WERE THERE
\_SHOWED UP. /== Erom:rREST HIM FOR

THE GUN. WAS ALMOST
OUT OF THERE.

l A

CAUGHT ME IN

MAN, I BOLTED. DUMPED
THE ALLEY.

BUT THE COPS ]




I WAS STILL JACKED IT TOOK THREE COPS
FROM EARLIER AND WAS TO TAKE ME DOWN.

NOT IN THE MmOOD TO E

I GOT TAKEN IN FOR'
RESISTING ARREST.

HHHMMM. SAYS HERE RESISTING ARREST,
YOU WERE IN THE YOUTH MAKING THREATS
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AGAINST A FOLICE

JUST TWO DAYS AGO. OFFICER...

AND YOU WERE FOUND
FLEEING THE SCENE OF
A NOTORIOUS
DRUG HOUSE.

WHAT AM I SUPFPOSED
! TO DO WITH YoUu?

_‘\-\\ ‘

. £

\ &
&

MAN, THAT MOMENT

LASTED FOREVER... J




"HE TOLD ME I HAD A CHOICE
. GO STRAIGHT BACK TO
JUVIE FOR FOUR MONTHS,
| AND THEN DO A YEAR IN THE ||
| CORRECTIONAL. OR GO SEE
! YOU FOR AN EVALUATION. NOT

[\ MUCH OF A CHOICE.

AND I GET A SENSE THAT
YOU’'RE LOOKING TO
MAKE SOME SERIOUS

CHANGES. BUT...

MAN, THERE IT IS AGAIN! WHY
DO YOU KEER ASKING ME

HOW I FEEL?/

GARY, I’M GLAD YOU
FOUND THE COURAGE TO
QOPEN UP. I KNOW IT'S
NOT EASY TO DO THAT,
GIVEN WHERE YOU'RE
COMING FROM.

Y I HEAR YOU TALKING
ABOUT THESE THINGS.
BUT I DON‘T KNOW HOW
YOU FEEL ABOUT THEM. |

BECAUSE, GARY, I NEED TO
KNCW WHY. WHY YOU DO
WANT TO CHANGE?




BECAUSE I HATE THIS 1}

LIFE, MAN! T HATE
LOOKING OVER MY
SHOULDER EVERY TWO
SECONDS.

THEN WHY
DON'T YOU

I HATE HAVING TO HANG
AROUND WITH A BUNCH OF
GUYS THAT I DON'T TRUST
JUST BECAUSE THEY WEAR
THE SAME COLORS AS ME.

I HATE THE WAY I FEEL

ABOUT MYSELF.

ANYTHING ELSE, ALL
RIGHT?! MY WHOLE
LIFE IVE JUST BEEN
SURVIVING, JUST HOLDING
ON FOR ONE MORE
MINUTE, ONE MORE DAY,
ONE MORE YEAR!

{1779
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I CAN‘T DO THIS
ANYMORE, MAN. I
WANNA LIVE, YO. NOT
JUST SURVIVE. LIVE!

o
AN

LI

TR

I uil

. 1Y
A

7 BUT, I DON'T KNOW

| HOW, YOU KNOW? I
WISH I DID. BUT I
DON‘T. L DON‘T.

I WANNA DO SOMETHING
WHERE I'M NOT RCBEING
ANYONE OR SELLING
POISON TO MY OWN

\ PEOPLE.

WELL, GARY. THAT'S WHERE I COME
IN. T BELIEVE YOU WANT TO CHANGE.
I HONESTLY DO. MOST GUYS COME
IN HERE - THEY WALK OUT THE DOOR
IN TWO MINUTES. YOU DIDN'T - YOU
STAYED. THAT TELLS ME YOU WANT
CHANGE - REAL CHANGE.

BUT WANTING CHANGE AND
WALKING DOWN THE FATH
CF CHANGE - THOSE ARE
L TWO DIFFERENT THINGS.

5

AND I NEED TO KNOW
YOU’RE REALLY READY
FOR THIS. *CAUSE IT'S
GONNA BE HARD.
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GOOD. THEN |
LET’S GET
STARTED.

(AFTER SOME MORE SESSIONS WITH)
WALTER, HE GOT ME INTO A GROUFP
HOME FOR YOUNG OFFENDERS. IT

\ WAS A NICE PLACE. /

BUT WALTER WASN'T FPLAYIN', MAN. THIS WAS THE HARDEST THING
I'D EVER DONE. THE WORST PART WAS TO FIGHT THE TEMFTATION
TO GO BACK. I'D SEE MY CREW HANGINY, HAVING FUN. I WOULD
S WANMA HANG WITH THEM, TOO. BUT THAT WOULD BE THE BEGINNING
AND THEN TH OF THE SLIDE BACK. AND I COULDN'T GO BACK.

GUY WAS LIKE... |
_ THE COPS...




WATCHING TV, PLAYING o
I GOT BORED SO EASILY GAMES HELPED A LITTLE..
AT FIRST. I COULDN'T SIT . "
STILL. IT WAS LIKE BEING

BACK ON THE INSIDE.

AL

WASN'T THE URGE TO RUN, IT
WAS THE URGE TO FIGHT.

(I HAD TO FIGHT IT. BUT IF IT )

BUT I'D GET THAT CLD
URGE TO RUN, LIKE WHEN
I WAS A LITTLE KID.

YOU USED}
\ ALL THE
L MILK?

ANY SMALL THING j

. COULD SET ME OFF

——




BUT COUNSELING WITH WALTER REALLY HE HELPED ME ACKNOWLEDGE
HELPED. IT HELFED ME IDENTIFY WHAT THE FEAR, AND ACCEPT THAT IT
THE PROBLEM REALLY WAS, I WAS... I WAS DKAY TO BE SCARED. THAT
WAS ANXIOUS. AND THIS NEW LIFE WAS FEAR DIDN'T MAKE ME WEAK. |
MAKING ME MORE ANXIOUS. - =

WHO DRINKS ALL THE
MILK AND PUTS THE
CARTON BACK?!

I DIDNT KNOW IT WAS OKAY TO BE " IT FELT GOOD TO TRUST. BEING WALLED-UP .
AFRAID. WHEN L WAS A KID - IT WAS | ALL THE TIME HELPED WHEN I WAS YOUNGER.
IT KEFT ME SAFE WHEN I NEEDED [T, BUT

ALWAYS A SIGN OF WEAKNESS. A WAY TO
SHOW FEOFLE THEY COULD HURT YOU. \NOW... NOW I FEEL LIKE ITS OKAY TO TRUST.

IT'S TAKEN ME A WHILE TO TRUST
THAT THERE ARE PEOPLE OUT
THERE WHO DON'T WANT TO HURT
ME. GOOD PECFLE.




IT'S HARD. BUT I WON'T GIVE UP.

7 I‘M STILL LEARNING HOW. IT’S SLOW.

My EDUCATION IS GOING GOOD. I MEAN,
IT'S GOING WELL. WALTER HELPED ME GET
INTO A TRADES TRAINING FROGRAM. I'M

GOING TO BE AN ELECTRICIAN.

|

L

KIND OF FUN. SOMETIMES I GET
EMBARRASSED “CAUSE I GET SO

IT'S TOUGH, THOUGH. SO MUCH TO
LEARN. BUT IT'S REALLY ACTUALLY
\ STOKED ABOUT GOING TO CLASS.

WALTER AND SOME PEOFPLE FROM
MY GROUF HOME SHOWED UP TO
MY GRADUATION. I HOMESTLY
NEVER THOUGHT I WOULD MAKE
IT THROUGH.

NOW I°M IN AN APPRENTICESHIFP
FPROGRAM AND MY MENTOR IS A
REALLY COOL GUY.

HE MAKES LIKE $75 AN HOUR! HE |
HAS A KICK-ASS TRUCK AND A
SUPER NICE HOME.




AFTER I PUT IN MY TIME AS AN LIFE IS GETTING
AFFPRENTICE, I‘LL BE A JOURNEYMAN. {, BETTER. BUT IT’'S
THEN I CAN WORK PRETTY MUCH STILL HARD.
ANYWHERE, MAKIN® WAY MORE CASH
THAN I DID WITH MY OLD CREW.

" 1'D RUN INTO SOME OF MY OLD BOYS AND \
GET ALL NOSTALGIC. BUT THEY'D SEE HOW
WELL I°M DOIN® AND GET A BIT JEALOUS. )

PUNK AND THREATEN TO
RUE ME CUT.

" PART OF ME WANTS TO JUST BUST 7 MAN, WALKING AWAY FROM THAT ¥

THEIF& HEADS OPEN. BUT THEN I = FlGHT WAS ONE OF THE HARDEST |
REMEMBER HOW FAR I'VE COME. S THINGS I°'D EVER DONE. pe




THINGS HAVE SETTLED DOWN NOW.
INVE BEEN THINKING MORE AND
MORE ABOUT DAVE LATELY. HOW
MUCH HE MEANT TO ME; HOW HE

INSPIRED ME TO CHANGE. WALTER

SUGGESTED THAT I GO TO A
GRIEF WORKSHOP.

" I'M GLAD TO SEE SO MANY NEW ¥

FACES HERE TONIGHT. WHY DON‘T
WE GO AROUND THE ROOM AND
INTRODUCE OURSELVES? AND, IF
YOU FEEL UP TO IT, MAYBE YOU
CAN TELL US A LITTLE BIT ABOUT

| YOURSELF AND WHY YOU’RE HERE. )

AT FIRST L WASN'T INTO IT AT |
ALL. THEN I THOUGHT; WHAT
THE HELL. WALTER HAS DONE
ALL RIGHT BY ME ALL THIS
TIME. I TRUST HIM.

IT'S OKAY. YOU |
DON‘T HAVE TO
SPEAK IF YOU’RE

OH; UM, HEY. I'M Y
GARY. THE REASON
L I'M HERE IS, UM... J

NOT READY.

NAW, IT'S ALL RIGHT. |

¥ HE, UM... HE GOT SHOT

I WANT TO DO THIS. :
7 HE, UM, HELPED INSPIRE
UM, THE REASON LI'M ME TO GET OUT OF A

oy R GANG AND, UH... TURN
FRIEND. REALLY, HE i AND mauw
WAS MORE LIKE A BIG [I|
BROTHER, YOU

| ABOUT A YEAR AGO AND..
I REALLY MISS HIM, YDIJ
KNOW?




[ ITS OKAY, GARY. H| |
YOU CAN PASS IF OKAY. HIS NAME WAS
_ YOUWANT... Il DAVID VALLELY. AND

\ 3 I REALLY MISS HIM.

: '/ 4
| EXCUSE ME. |
L GARY?




i HEY, MY NAME IS JENNY. I WAS
PART OF THE GROUP YOU WERE IN
AND, UM, I HEARD YOU TALKING
ABOUT DAVID VALLELY...

YOU'RE HIS
SISTER.

i




THAT WOULD
BE NICE

JENNY, WOULD YOU
LIKE TO GO FOR

COFFEE AND TALK?






