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PANIEL,
WE'RE WORRIEC

PON’T KNOW WHAT TO PO
ANYMORE. WE COULD BRING
BACK OUR ELDPER TO

S0, YOU WERE JUSTIFIED
N GETTING ANGRY AT THOSE KIDS,
NO QUESTION. BUT FIGHTING ISN'T HOW WE
SOLVE PROBLEMS IN SCHOOL... | THINK I'VE MANAGED
TO TALK ADMINISTRATION OUT OF SUSFPENDING
YOU, BUT YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE ‘.
= =

TO MEET THEM HALFWAY.

BOTTA GIVE ME SOMETHING TO

WORK WITH HERE. | KNOW IT’S TOUGH,

BUT WE DON’T KNOW HOW YOU FEEL IF
YOU PON’T TALK TO US. PAVE’S AN ELDER

WHO WORKS WITH OUR SCHOOL - HE'S A GOOP
BUY AND HE’S GOT A LOT OF TEACHINGS
THAT YOU’LL BENEFIT FROM. | THINK
HE CAN COME BY TOMORROW
IF YOU'RE INTO IT?




PON’T YoU

HEY. YOU WANT TO
GO FOR A PRIVE, PANIEL?
GET OUT OF HERE?

HAVE A REAL JOB OR

SOMETHING?

THIS IS My JOB, -
HELPING OUT AT THE SCHOOL,
[ ([ WORKING WITH YOUNG MEN LIKE YOU.
TRYING TO FIGURE OUT HOW WE CAN
MAKE THIS CITY A BETTER
PLACE FOR YOU.

| KNOW IT’S |
TOUGH BEING METIS
IN THE CITY. BELIEVE ME, ’'VE BEEN
THERE. I'VE HEARD AND SEEN IT ALL:
INSULTS, PRUGS, ALCOHOL, ISOLATION,
THE LOSS OF CULTURE AND LANGUAGE,
DOWN-AND-OUT BROTHERS
AND SISTERS.

PM SORRY TO
HEAR THAT, PANIEL. I'M
NOT GOING TO SAY THAT |
KNOW WHAT YOU’RE GOING
THROUGH. | PON'T. BUT | HAVE
TO ASK: ARE YOU THINKING

OKAY. WELL,
| APPRECIATE YOUR HONESTY. PO
YOU KNOW WHAT TO PO IF YOU START
FEELING WORSE?

YEAH, I'VE BEEN TO
EMERGENCY BEFORE. AND I'VE CALLED
THE CRISIS LINE TOO.

OKAY. GOOP. WITH
THE CRISIS LINE, SOMETIMES YOU HAVE

TO CALL BACK UNTIL YOU GET A PERSON YOU

CAN CONNECT WITH. YOU KNOW, ON A
PERSONAL LEVEL...

MY MOM’S
ON THE STREET. | HAVEN'T
SEEN HER IN FOREVER. AND MY DAL,
HE ENPED IT ALL A COUPLE
YEARS AGO.

WELL, | CAN’T
SAY | PON’T THINK ABOUT
‘CAUSE | PO. BUT NOT ALL THE
TIME AND | FEEL PRETTY
GOOP TOPAY.

YEAH,
PVE FOUND THAT




WALK WITH
ME, PANIEL.

RIGHT NOW
YOU MAY NOT FEEL

CONNECTED, BUT EVERY LEAF,

EVERY TREE, EVERY RIVER AND
BLAPE OF GRASS KNOWS YOU, AND

THEY KNOW YOUR CONNECTION

TO THIS LAND. THEY ARE YOUR

RELATIONS AS MUCH AS
ANYONE ELSE I15.

TAKES TIME. THERE ISN'T AN EASY
ANSWER. THAT’S NOT HOW IT WORKS.
BUT EVERY JOURNEY STARTS WITH
A STEFP, AND PLL WALK
BESIPE YOU IF YOU
WANT ME TO.

NOT MANY
PEOPLE YOUR AGE PO,
LET ALONE PEOPLE WHOVE \
GONE THROUGH WHAT YOUVE GONE
THROUGH. IF YOU CcouLp
PO ANYTHING, WHAT

YOU KNOW,

EVERY FOOTSTEF
THAT YOU TAKE, ONE OF

YOUR ANCESTORS

HAS

STEPFED IN THE

SAME PLACE.

1 UsT
WANT TO BE LEFT
ALONE.

WOULD BE IN A BAND,

OR JIGGING, YOU KNOW,
LIKE SOME OF THOSE GUYS
YOU SEE IN THE MUSIC VIPEOS.
MAYBE TO ELECTRONIC
MUSIC, THOUGH; NOT

HEY! WHAT'S
WRONG WITH THE
FIPDLEZ!

OUR BLOOD RUNS
THROUGH THIS LANG AND THE
ROOTS OF THE TREES. THEY WANT
TO HELP HEAL YOU AS MUCH AS | PO,
BUT YOU NEED TO RESFPECT THE
LANG, OUR LAND, KITASKINAW,
ABOVE EVERYTHING ELSE.

IT’S LIKE
THAT YOUNG WARRIORS
PROGRAM YOUVE BEEN
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YOUR GROUF FOCUSES ON SPIRITUAL HEALTH... |§
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AND MENTAL HEALTH. MY KOOKUM TAUGHT ME A LONG
TIME AGO THAT YOU NEED TO KEEF THE FOUR IN BALANCE.
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